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Every New Year brings with it a 
chance for a fresh start. Many 
of us set resolutions in the hope 
to be better people than we were 
the year before. We also greet 
the year wondering what 
changes it will bring. At Chapel 
Lane, we are guaranteed a 2010 
full of changes with the 
departure of our beloved Pastor. 
David will deliver his final 
sermon here on January 17; we 
will celebrate all he and his 
family have brought to our 
community and wish them all a 
bittersweet farewell on that day. 
And then… 

We will begin anew. Our 
interim pastor search committee 
has already been hard at work 
preparing for the first step – 
finding an interim pastor who 
will guide and lead us while the 
Pastor Nominating Committee 
seeks our next permanent 
pastor. There are changes 
occurring on our website, in our 
activities and even in this 

newsletter. Each issue for the 
next several months will, like 
this one, be rich in updates from 
these committees and others. 
Until we find an interim pastor, 
we have those who will 
graciously deliver our sermons 
each Sunday.  
 
Yes, there will be a lot of 
change in 2010, but the 
foundation on which the church 
is built remains the same. It is 
God’s church. It is God’s work 
that is done here. We are all part 
of the immense family of God. 
In that light, Pastor Sigita in 
Lithuania remains part of our 
family as do the Reverends 
David and Nancy Young and 
their talented children – Adam, 
Micah and Molly. And we, 
those who they leave behind, 
will carry on this Chapel Lane 
family as we’ve done for more 
than 50 years.   
 
As the year unfolds, we will 
need to seek the Lord’s 
guidance and keep Him at the 
center of all our decision- 
making. We must be patient  
 

with one another and remember 
we are each the Lord’s servants 
doing the best we can for our 
church. We all handle change 
differently. Some people’s 
reactions and views may be 
radically different from our 
own, but God needs us all. He 
has called each of us with our 
own special gifts and failings. 
We will not always agree with 
how things are done, but let’s 
treat each other with love and 
grace as we together 
remember… 
 
“And now faith, hope and love 
abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love.” 

-1 Corinthians; 13:13  

Growing a Faith That Must Be Shared 
for 50 years 

January Highlights 
 
Birthdays – p. 5 
Christian Ed News – p.6 
Deacons Doings – p. 5 
Financial Notes – p. 3 
Library News – p. 8 
Presbyterian Women - p. 8 
Pulpit Line-up – p. 3 
Session Highlights – p. 4 
Worship Schedule – p. 2 
Youth Activities – p. 6 
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Worship with us in January  

 
Chapel Lane offers three opportunities for worship each week – all with very different formats. The Sunday 
8:30 a.m. service offers a less formal atmosphere in which to worship and recharge for the coming week. Enjoy 
a service rich in Presbyterian tradition and music Sundays at 10:45.  Join us Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. for a mid-
week “boost” in a contemporary, informal setting.   
. 
Lectionary Readings 8:30 a.m. Worship 10:45 a.m. Worship 
Jan 3: 2nd Sunday after Christmas 
Jer. 31:7-14; Ps. 147:12-20; Eph. 1:3-14 
John 1:(1-9) 10-18 

Worship Leader: Shirley McCutchen 
Ushers/Greeters:  

Worship Leader:  Kathy Dahl 
Ushers/Greeters:  
Eldon & Marian Ault 
Clyde & Shirley Babcock 

Jan 10: Baptism of the Lord 
Isa. 43:1-7; Ps. 29; Acts 8:14-17’ 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Worship Leader: Carol Jacobs 
Ushers/Greeters: 

Worship Leader:  Dave Skiendziel 
Ushers/Greeters:  
Doug Frame, Sally Ann Sutton 
Clyde & Shirley Babcock 

Jan 17:  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Isa. 62:1-5; Ps. 36:5-10; 1 Cor. 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 

One service at 10:45  Worship Leader:  Al Collins 
Ushers/Greeters:   
Eldon & Marian Ault 
Tom & Karen Adams 

Jan 24:  3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps. 19 
1 Cor. 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

Worship Leader: Howard Lewis 
Ushers/Greeters: 

Worship Leader: Clark Pashby 
Ushers/Greeters:  
Ron Hynds, the Stuart Family 
Sally Ann Sutton 
 

Jan 31: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; 1 Cor. 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

Worship Leader: Dan Veresh 
Ushers/Greeters: 

Worship Leader: Chris Pashby 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Tom & Karen Adams  
Doug Frame, Ron Hynds 

Chancel Committee: Erlene Carmody     Steward of the Month:   

A Special Sunday  

The Lord’s Day is always special, of course, but we 
think you’ll agree that January 17, the Rev. David 
Young’s final Sunday with us, will be even more special 
than usual. Consequently, the Board of Worship has 
decided there will be just one worship service that day, 
at 10:45 a.m. Further, communion will be served, 
commemorating David’s ministry in our midst and 
throughout the Midland community and the Presbytery 
of Lake Huron. As always, communion will also be 
served on the first Sunday of the month, January 3.  

Open House for Pastor David, January 17 
 
Join us for a reception for Pastor David 
following the 10:45 service on, January 
17, from 12:00 noon until 3:00 P.M. at 
Chapel Lane to say our final farewell to 
David and family.  The Open House 

will be open to our church, the Presbytery, and the 
community within Midland in the arts! 
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In Capable Hands 
Fran Martin, new member of the Board of Worship, is hard at work, arranging for 
pulpit supply for the period from Pastor David’s departure to the arrival of our 
interim pastor. Jennifer Hahn and David have assisted Fran as he has taken on this 
responsibility. [See related article below.] 
 
 
An Exciting Line-up 
The Board of Worship is pleased to announce the following persons will be occupying the pulpit following 
Pastor David’s departure: 
 
Date Name Services 
Jan. 24 The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg, Chaplain, Alma 

College 
8:30 a.m. (communion), 10:45 a.m. 

Jan. 31 The Rev. George Gillette, formerly of the 
Presbytery of Central Florida 

8:30 a.m. (communion), 10:45 a.m. 

Feb. 3 The Rev. Bernard (Bernie) Philabaum, Trinity 
Lutheran Church 

7:00 p.m. (communion) 

Feb. 7 The Rev. Wallace (Wally) Mayton III, 
Associate Pastor, The Memorial Presbyterian 
Church 

8:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m. (communion at both 
services); will ordain and install Elders and 
Deacons at the 10:45 a.m. service 

Feb. 14 The Rev. Louise Brokaw, General Presbyter, 
The Presbytery of Lake Huron 

One service only: 10:45 a.m.; will also moderate 
the Annual Meeting 

 
Thank you Chris and Clark 

 
The beautiful covers that graced our Advent bulletins were prepared by Chris and Clark Pashby. The 
Board of Worship thanks them for their contribution. 
 

Income and Expenses through November 
Our income now equals our planned level, helped with larger than planned loose offering. We also gained again 
in payment against pledges. Income was also helped in November with the annual gift we receive from the Dow 
Foundation of $1080.  As a result, our available funds increased to $49,000. Another comparison at this time of 
year is actual income compared with actual expense (104%).  The gain in available funds will be very important 
for the unusual expenses associated with finding an Interim Pastor and a called Pastor and the associated 
relocation costs. 
 
 November Actual (thru Nov) Plan (thru Nov) % of Plan 
Pledge Income $24,249 $229,263 $238,961 96% 
Loose Offering $  2,733 $  21,222 $  16,042   132% 
Other Income      $  1,693 $  11,171 $    6,956 161% 
Total Income $28,675 $261,656 $261,959 100% 
     
Total Expense $23,782 $251,114 $257,029 98% 
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Summary of December Session Meeting 
The Session met on December 15, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel Lane activity room.  This 
meeting served as fulfillment of the Book of Order requirement for an annual consultation 
with the Board of Deacons.  In addition to receiving the regular monthly reports from the 
clerk, pastor, finance and other boards, the session highlights are as follows: 

·  Shared a discussion of the importance of congregational care in the year to come. 
·  Set January 3, 2010, following the 10:45 a.m. worship service as the date for training 

for new deacons and elders from noon to 3:00 p.m. 
·  Set the date of the examination of new elders and deacons to take place at the 

January 12, 2010 stated session meeting. 
·  Approved February 7, 2009 as the date for the ordination and/or installation for the newly elected deacons and 

elders during the 10:45 a.m. worship service. 
·  Reported that the following officers were elected to the class of 2012 at the Special Congregational Meeting on 

Sunday, December 13:  Elders – Leon Crossman, Tom Kennedy, Kate Mass, and Chris Pashby; and Deacons – 
Carolyn Cole, Betty Martin, and David Willing.  The following Members-at-large of the 2010 Nominating 
Committee were elected:  Carol Jacobs, Beverly Moyer, Carol Ostergren, and Nona Willing.  The following 
nominees were elected to the Pastor Nominating Committee:  Eldon Ault, Gary Breneman, Linda Langrill, Ann 
Moe (session representative), Kathy Rightor, Tami Sowle, and Carl Vander Woude (session representative). 

·  Reported that at the Special Congregational Meeting, the motion was approved to accept, with deep regret, the 
request by the Rev. David Young that the Lake Huron Presbytery dissolve the relationship existing between Rev. 
Young and the Chapel Lane Presbyterian Church, effective January 18, 2010. 

·  Approved that the offering received at the “Carols by Candlelight” concert on December 20 be used to benefit the 
scholarship fund for Chapel Lane’s Summer Camp.   

·  Authorized the pastor to administer communion during 2010 to the sick and those isolated from public worship, to 
be assisted when possible by an elder or deacon. 

·  Approved the serving of communion each Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. service, once a month at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday 
service and the Wednesday 7:00 p.m. service, and at special services throughout 2010. 

·  Elected the following people for 2010:  Bill Ewing and Judy Vogel (Co-Treasurers); Erlene Carmody (Financial 
Secretary); and Florence Goethe (Youth Financial Secretary). 

·  Approved the following Special Offerings for 2010:  One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peacemaking, and 
Christmas Joy. 

·  Authorized  the baptism of Liam Lawrence Papesh, son of Sarah and Stephen Papesh, to take place during the 
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve worship service at Chapel Lane, with the Rev. David Young officiating. 

·  Approved, at their request, the removal of the following members from the Chapel Lane membership rolls:  Bob 
and Judy Gregg, Marty Jankowsky and Adam Young. 

·  Approved that the Annual Congregational Meeting take place on Sunday, February 14, 2010 following the 10:45 
a.m. worship service. 

·  Reported that the Chapel Lane Budget for 2010 will be voted upon at the January 12 stated session meeting. 
·  Reported that staff job performance reviews have been completed, and that all staff members were given an 

“Excellent” rating.  An “Acknowledgement of Appreciation” for David Young was read and presented to him. 
·  Approved that the church lap top computer designated for the pastor’s use be presented to Pastor Young upon his 

departure.  The celebration gift will include the software and the extended service contract. 
·  Discussed plans for the open house honoring Pastor Young, following the 10:45 a.m. worship service on January 

17. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 9:40 p.m. 
Suz Miller, Clerk of Session 
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Deacons Doings 
 

 

Farewell Pastor Sigita 
 
Our congregation developed a wonderful relationship with Pastor Sigita 
Svambariene during her time with us.  We were sad when she had to go, and 
she was sad to leave, but glad to get back to her children and her home 
church.  The Steering Committee recently had the privilege of 
communicating with Pastor Sigita and her oldest daughter, Skaiste via 
SKYPE.  Pastor Sigita made it home safely and her children were glad she 
was home.  When asked about her returning to Midland, daughter Skaiste 
said some money for the children would need to be involved J .  
 
Many thanks to all who participated in prayers for Pastor Sigita to 
participate in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, a gathering in 

Grand Rapids the summer of 2010.  At times, God’s answer is “No”, and that is the case with this prayer request.  
However, we are hopeful our paths will cross in the future; if not, then on “that great gettin’ up morning”.  
 
Also, a big thank you to all who contributed to the orphanage Pastor Sigita’s church is connected with, and from which 
two of her children were adopted. The contributions from the Share Fair were $725.  The Deacons will continue to 
support the “Shelter for the Child,” should you wish to make future contributions.   
 
The orphanage is affiliated with Sigita’s church in Birzai.  There is room for 22 children, some who are placed 
temporarily for 2 to 6 months.  Currently there are 15 children who will live there permanently until they are 18 years old, 
at which time they will be on their own.  State funding for the orphanage has been significantly reduced.   
 
Please know that Pastor Sigita will be glad to hear from any of us.  She is on Facebook and she is adept at SKYPE.  Her e-
mail address is sigita@ref.lt. Her church website is http://www.ref.lt  (there is an English tab you can click on). Her 
address at church is below. First class postage for 1 oz. is 98 cents.  
 
Pastor Sigita Svanbaruebe 
Lietuvos Ev. Reformatu Baznycios 
Unitas Lithuaniae-Sinodas 
Reformatu g. 3 a 
41175 Birzai 
LITHUANIA  
 
A big Happy Birthday to all those who will celebrate their birthdays in January!  
 
1 Jacob Cobb 
1 Njwi Achoh 
2 Achiri Achoh 
4 Kaitlyn Kristal 
5 Shirley McCutchen 
12 Christine Bentley 
15 Jeff Ermak 
15 Paul Schmidt 

 
15 Jenn Tryban 
18 Elsa Kramer Yakel 
19 Graham Michael McGee 
19 Jessica Kristal 
20 Keaton Loebrich 
22 Retha Bradley 
22 Vance Sowle 
23 Hayleigh Rouech 

 
24 Summer Shobe 
25 Barry Moyer 
25 Renee White 
26 Carol Ostergren 
27 Harper Myers 
31 Ben Franklin 
31 Alice Wiltse 

Mobile Food Pantry – Jan 20 
The first Mobile Food Pantry for 
2010 is planned for Wednesday, 
January 20 at the Midland Civic 
Arena on Fast Ice Drive in Midland 
County. Registration begins at 9:30 
a.m. and food distribution begins 
around noon. Any resident of 
Midland County is eligible to 
receive this grocery cart full of 
food.  
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Christian Education Happenings 
 
Wednesday Night Study 
Wednesday Night Adult Study group continues to meet on 
Wednesdays at 8:00 P.M. All are welcome to join in this active, 
discussion-oriented group. Topics vary based on the interests of 
the participants.  Contact Johanna Jozwiak for more 
information. 
 
Youth Group 6 th – 12th grade 
 
January 3 
9:30 a.m. – During the Sunday School hour, we will be taking 
down the Christmas tree in the foyer. Please come help! 
 
January 10 
5:30 – 7:00 
Meet up with the rest of the youth for some fun and fellowship. 
Details coming soon! 
 
January 22 
Movie Night – Depending on what’s out, we’ll either head to 
the Midland Cinema or meet up at Al’s for movies, popcorn, 
and hanging out. 
 
 
Sunday Christian Education Hour 
 
Sunday Morning Adult Classes 
Parlor Forum 
Adult Forum, facilitated by Susan Hillman, meets in the Parlor.  They are tackling an array of issues in faith 
using theThoughtfulChristian.com curriculum.  Topics vary based on the interests of the class. 
 
The Library Forum is studying  The Present Word: Christ, the Fulfillment. 
 
Sunday School for Children and Youth Meeting in the Activity Room: 
Bible Explorers (Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School Class) 
The R.O.C.K. Rotational Sunday School for 1st - 6th grade 
Youth Forum Sunday School Class, for 9th – 12th grade  - There will be no class on Jan. 24 – Study hard!  
 
Meeting in the Youth Room: 
Confirmation Class for 7th & 8th grades – Confirmation Class will continue as scheduled. Chrissy Westbury will 
fill in until the Interim Pastor is able to take over.  

 
 
Christmas Pageant Thanks 
A special thank you to everyone 
who helped with the Chapel Lane 
Christmas Pageant! 
 
* Cast Members *  
* Choirs *  
* Teachers *   
* Parents * 
* Sunday School Classes *  
 
Thank you for sharing your 
talents by bringing the message of 
Christ’s birth to those in 
attendance! 
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Presbyterian Women Study Circles 
 
Be a part of Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study.  It is a time for study, fellowship, and friendship. We invite 
you to come to one of our Bible Study Circles with the hope of RE – CREATING your Spiritual Life.  Our 
2009 – 2010 Bible Study is: JOSHUA:  A JOURNEY OF FAITH. Lesson books ($6.00 each) are available on 
the Presbyterian Women’s table in the foyer.  
 
The Monday Evening Circle will meet on Monday, January 4 at 7:30 at the home of Susan Dusseau.  The 
study is Chapter 4 The Land of Promise or The Promised Land from our study book.  This is a very interesting 
study and we invite other women to join us.  It is a wonderful time for fellowship and study.  If you would like 
to know more about this study or would like to come, contact Winona Willing, 631-2858...or just come. 
 
The Wednesday Afternoon Circle will meet on January 13 from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the church library. 
Sally Ann Sutton will lead the fifth lesson in the study of Joshua. Visitors and new members are always 
welcome. Please R.S.V.P to Sally Ann at 835-2428.  
 
The Essential Bible Stories Everyone Needs to Know 

 
Recently the Midland Daily News had on its Religion page a review of a new book called Biblical 
Literacy by Timothy Beal. Beal is a religion professor at Case Western Reserve University. He is a 
Presbyterian and is married to a Presbyterian minister.  
 
In an interview for the AP article, Beal said, “Biblical literacy makes a difference for believers and 

non-believers. You can’t be culturally literate without being biblically literate. Biblical stories and images are all over our 
culture, from Michelangelo to the Simpsons. People who are unfamiliar with these references are missing a lot.”  
 
One example given in the article says: 

In the big healthcare debate in Washington, Beal has watched both sides invoke “the least of these,” from the 
story in Matthew’s Gospel, in which Jesus anyone who helps those in need is helping the Lord. The message: 
Those who back healthcare proposals helping “the least of these” are following the Gospel directive.  The debate 
is over who are the least of these? Is it the elderly? Is it children? Is it the uninsured children? The uninsured?  
The immigrants?” Beal asked.  

 
This provocative book will be in the kiosk for a while after Christmas.    
Sue Lane, Librarian 

Annual Talent Show  
Sunday, February 28 at 6:30 PM - Chapel Lane’s 
talented join together to present an evening of music, 
poetry, dance and surprises for our Annual Talent 
Show.  Come for a fun evening of laughter and 
fellowship.  Refreshments will be served.  Watch for 
information regarding the delicious pancake supper 
preceding the show! 
 

 
Start thinking Summer Camp!    
SUMMER CAMP June 13 – 18, 2010.  
REGISTRATION begins in March !  All of your 
forms, camp brochure, etc. can be found on the church 
website at www.chapellane.org. Watch your mail for 
more information!  Questions?  Ask Kamp Karen! 
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